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itates Government Department of Energy 
Rocky Flats Office rnorandum 

Thomas E. Lukow, Director, 
Wasre Managcmcnt and Environment Division 

This memorandum is in response to lmcn WMEDJR:6721 and 91-W-5984rega1ding rhe 
South Intcrctptcx Ditch (SD) maintenance and np&. W e  arc concerned that moving 
catuiii  a i d  othcr vcgcmrion dong thc length of tha SID prior to consulartion u?th the US. 
Fish 2nd W i i U e  S&ce (FA'S) per the Fish and Wildlife Coordihadm Act (FWCA) and 
the Migratory Bird T r c q  Act (MBTA) and with thc C o l d o  Division of Wildlife per the 
WCA wdd leave DOE RFO opcn to lia?&Ucs unda rhcse statutes In addition, a recent 
report submitted to DOE RFO from EG&G Rocky Rats, Inc's. hTPA Division entitled 
'Threatend and Endangered SpeCics Evaluation, Ro& Flats Flanr Site" indicates the 
pnsenct of potential habirac fur thrzarcncd or c n d ; m g d  species and species of concern to 
r . k  State of Coiorado. Several of chest species, hcluding the Diluvium Lady's Tresses 
(Spitanthes diluvidiis) which is propoSc0 for lisdng, could occur in or near wetlands at the 
m. 
Knowing tLlar the wetlands along the S D  pro\l?de poten6d habitar for several of these 
candicare, rhreatcncd and endangered p i e s ,  DOE WO will nccd to cnnduct a biologid 

bioGcal assessment as defined by rhe Endangered SpeLics ACL) nit: ticsip1 of thc 
biological smdy wilI need re be submincd IO die WS for rcvicw md concurrcncc. Also, a 
biolcps; from the m'S will need TO rmk E site visir IO observe k habitat and spccics 
p r r x n t  along the SID. in addidon 10 the spcies complianct list locared in EGbC's repon, 
the FWS has produced a list of  adCiaoMi species inciuding ~ & & I c ,  irpeatened and 
e n d a n g a d  species. Depending 011 their habinr locadons, h e  biological study will nctd to 
address a subsct of the species conuined OR kesc wu lrS~<. Additional factors tqu;Jing 
consideradon are the flowering perid of Yiants (e.g., late July to eariy OcTober for the 
Diluvium Lady's Trcsxs) and h c  iimc pi00 of uage by mebiit species including birds, 
mamrnais and smphibians r e h v c  to tbe &g of the bioloplcal s u r ~ q ~ .  Verifying the 
prestncc or absence of rhcse species is cridzal far compiying w i ~  21c L ~ ~ d a o g d  Species 
Act (ESA). 

Information ncccssary for he FWS and the Colorado Division of Rrddllic to pcdonn heir 
wnsuladons pcr rhe MBTA ana NJC.4 i-tcludc a ocscnpnon of & rtsource, definition of 
the i-cr and alwnativts for mirigadng r . k  impam. This lnfarmanon wiil be lncludcd in a 
rev to be submitled to b c  agencies. Aim submission of he report, the agencics wiU 
conduct a site visir Upon cumpiedon of * h e  sirc visit and rwicw of tie repon, they will 
render a wrinen opinion on t ic  propoSc0 -3o jc t  

v rn 'fy thc presence or absence of bcsc species. (Notc that this biologcd study is 



Thus, prior to removing cattails and other vegemrion dong the SID, it is strongly 
r e c o d e d  that alI aspem of compiianct are m p l c r r d  for the SA. MBTA and IWCA. 

For S#IC information regarding compliance with rhese mcues and thc Est of candiOatc, 
threatend and c n d a n g d  spedcs, conraa BNce Tharchcr of my sraff at txt 3532. 
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